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The second edition for 2007 of the journal Caminhando unites, in general, articles 
related to the twenty fifth year following the approval of the Plan for Life and Mission of 
the Church (Methodist) (which will be referred to as PVM), and 20 years of the program 
Gifts and Ministries.  While these subjects may appear to be simply of denominational 
interest, they are in fact much more than this.  They are reflections of the interaction 
between practices, theologies and spirituality.  Each is marked by the transition from 
military dictatorship to the process of re – democratizing the country, still in process, 
by the growing influence of the global economy in Brazil, and by the arise of new reli-
gious cultures, largely urban, such as the “gospel” movement and Neo – Pentecostal-
ism, which were phenomenon beyond the horizon of the Churches at the time, but 
today are difficult to ignore. 
Dr. Paulo Roberto Garcia opens the section on Bible.  “This is my body”:  eating 
rituals and social interaction….” argues that the sharing of food, in Agape, represents a 
structural element of Christianity by linking the memory of Jesus, the Christ, with 
shared solidarity.  It is an important theme that has a variety of implications for the 
relation between life and religious celebration, worship on Sunday and during the 
week.  Ana Pinheiro dos Santos, Masters Student and Cnpq scholarship holder, intro-
duces the importance of the figure of Mary Magdalene in Gnostic writings, and dia-
logues with its implications for contemporary challenges.   
The section on Theology and History discusses the Plan for the Life and Mission 
of The Church, in diverse perspectives.  The first four texts deal with the PVM as a 
whole. 
The opening text is from Bishop and doctoral student Paulo Tarso de Oliveira Lock-
mann, who was elected, by the General Council in 1982, as the redaction secretary of 
the PVM.  In his text, the PVM is valued for its contribution to missionary growth after 
1982.  According to the author the understanding of the mission of the Methodist 
Church gained a new breadth, depth, dynamic, and radicalism due to the emphasis on 
the hope for the Kingdom of God expressed in the document.   
Following is one of the fathers of the PVM, Dr. Ely Eser Barreto César.  In “Why did 
the Plan for Life and Mission Fail?”, he compares characteristic elements of contempo-
rary congregational life in the Methodist Church with the ecclesiastical vision of the 
PVM and opens a new field of dialogue:  “Could it be that this religious phenomenon, 
today called ‘evangelical’, is a positive response to the dominant religious matrix of our 
culture? (…) could it be that the PVM, dialoguing with this complex reality, can affirm 
itself as a legitimate re – reading in a context of the predominance of image?” 
Similar, but not identical, is the contribution “The Plan for Life and Mission Died…?” 
by Dr. Claudio de Oliveira Ribeiro.  He analyzes interpretations of the PVM, presents its 
key elements, and shows its relevance as a continuous process of thinking about mis-
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sion, in its collective form, and in “practical – pastoral, as well as theoretical – theologi-
cal terms”.  
Dr. Helmut Renders presents a brief theology of spirituality and relates it to the 
PVM:  “The PVM and its correspondent spirituality…”  After a detailed description of that 
which he designates as the mystical, ethical emphasis, and aesthetic emphases of the 
spirituality, he analyzes the limits and contributions of each of these emphases. 
Dr. Magali do Nascimento Cunha ends this section and deepens the discussion re-
garding “Ecumenism and mission…” um of the emphases of the PVM.  She describes 
the PVM as a Methodist response to Christian ecumenism, and its comprehension of 
mission as human participation in God’s mission.  “Willingen recovered a Patristic term, 
Missio Dei, to express that the center of Mission is the Kingdom of God, and not the 
Church”.    
The first two articles in the Theology and Pastoral Practice section include re-
flections on the Directives for Education, from the same era as the PVM.  Luiz Eduardo 
Prates da Silva, a doctoral student, investigates the role of the PVM in educational 
institutions and, particularly, their pastoral functions.  In “A brief reflection on School 
and University Pastoral Ministries …” he describes the rise of School and University 
Pastoral Ministries as an expression of a mission not focused on the Church. 
The honorary Bishop Josué Adam Lazier dialogues in his pedagogical reflection on 
“The pedagogy of living together…” between the PVM, the Directives for Education, and 
Luke 24: 13-35, the road to Emmaus.  “The Plan (…) continues to indicate (…) the road 
for education in its three environments, or, in other words, Christian, theological and 
secular education (…) and promotes transformation, liberation, consciousness raising, 
and practical training for the voyagers.”   
The honorary Bishop Dr. Geoval Jacinto da Silva and the doctoral student Nicanor 
Lopes analyze the consequences of the PVM and the program Gifts and Ministries for 
the lay person and its expression in the Methodist Church in organizational terms, 
specifically social groups (youth, adolescents, women, men):  “The Church of Gifts and 
Ministries and Social Groups…”  In spite of being, to some extent, forgotten by the 
PVM, these groups show agility and flexibility, and contribute, as programs, to the 
mission of the Church. 
In “By the rivers of Babylon:  the exile of the autochthon liturgical hymn” Dr. Luiz 
Carlos Ramos analyzes the relation between Brazilian culture and evangelical, ecu-
menical and gospel hymns, with special emphasis on Independent Presbyterian and 
Methodist composers.  “It is beautiful to note, in the hymn books of the era, the pacific 
attitude, the existence side by side of historic hymns, revival songs, and hymns aimed 
at the transformation of society”.  
The doctoral student Joceli de Fatima Cerqueira Lazier analyzes the PVM from an 
ecological and pedagogical perspective:  “Environmental education in the PVM”.  The 
ancient focus on the conservation of nature – still predominant in the PVM – should be 
overcome:  “If our oikos, or, if you will, our house, is the environment, we have to 
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learn to live in the diverse relations that it presents. (…) we forget that in our 
house/home there should be reciprocity.” 
In the last section, Documents and book reviews, Helmut Renders introduces in 
an ecclesiastical document of the decade of autonomy:  “A precursor of the PVM…” and 
describes a direct relation between the decade of the 30’s and the 70/80’s of the past 
century.  The PVM becomes, here, a later reflection and partial re-reading of the Social 
Gospel Movement. 
Finally, we celebrate the publication of the doctoral thesis of Prof. Dr. Magali de 
Nascimento Cunha, in a book review by Dr. Luiz Carlos Ramos:  “Book Review ‘The 
Gospel Explosion’.”  He points out that the author knows, in her analyzes of the “gos-
pel” culture, how to value various contributions (popular aspects and the body) and 
challenge a common error:  “…the gospel culture, even though it wants to present itself 
as something new, in practice reinforces traditionally established concepts, even 
though it presents them in new clothes”.  
The careful reader will perceive that these texts not only dialogue with us, but be-
tween themselves.  We hope that this dialogue can serve as the basis for a larger con-
versation in the search for the promotion of the Kingdom of God and the advancement 
of our conversation and practice.   
    Helmut Renders 
Editor 
 
